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12 Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder 

him? Because his own actions were evil and his brother’s were righteous. 13 Do not be surprised, my 

brothers, if the world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our 

brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 15 Anyone who hates his brother is a murderer, 

and you know that no murderer has eternal life in him. 
 

16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our 

lives for our brothers. 17 If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity 

on him, how can the love of God be in him? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but 

with actions and in truth. 

 

The Living Brotherhood 

 

“Blood is thicker than water” they say.  There’s a bond that develops when you grow up together; eat together; 

play ball together; fight together.  There once was a big brother who was picking on his little brother in public. 

 A bigger kid came up to defend the little boy and started shoving the big brother around.  The little brother then 

said, “Leave him alone.  He’s my brother.”  Blood is thicker than water.   

 

When it came to Cain, however, blood was not thicker than his skin.  When God rejected Cain’s offering, Cain 

blamed Abel for the fact that God rejected his offering; deceitfully took him out to a field and murdered him. 

 Cain became a blood brother of a different type as he shed his brother’s blood.  Unfortunately this hatred is 

more common than you would expect.  John said we should expect it.  He said, “Don’t be surprised if the 

world hates you.”   

 

Do you expect it?  Or do you do everything you can to avoid it?  Do you fear it?  As a church, we can’t be 

afraid of being branded by the public as what they would call “haters.”  Nor should we try to attract unbelievers 

with things they think are attractive.   People love riches.  They love success.  They love things that sound good 

and feel good; that pad their egos and make them feel good about themselves.  We could talk about all these 

things and make the Word sound very attractive.  It isn’t attractive to confess your sins.  It doesn’t sound right 

to call sinners to repentance.  It sounds hateful and mean in our American culture to call certain behavior evil. 

 It isn’t very attractive to look at the bloody man on the cross.  Does that mean that we should be ashamed of it? 

Should we fear using such terms?  Should we redefine our terms and call sins “mistakes” instead?    

 

Are you afraid of hatred?  Try telling your soccer coach that you can’t make it to a Sunday morning tournament 

because of church.  Are you afraid of his response; of being labeled as someone who is not a “team player”? 

 Are you so afraid of rejection that you’ll do anything to keep a boyfriend or a girlfriend, even compromising 

your Christian principles in the process?  How much do you fear your children’s love if you have to call out 

their behavior?  Do you fear they will shut you out and not talk to you?  If everyone loves you that’s not 

necessarily a good thing.   Do not be surprised if the world hates you; that world might be your own family.  We 

shouldn’t fear hatred of the world as we do.   

 

Jesus is the anti-Cain; our opposite type of blood brother.  Instead of sending us away to hell in a permanent 

removal from His family; He took on skin and shed His own blood to make us a part of His family.  He came 

into our world to rescue us from Satan and hell.  Hebrews chapter 2 portrays it well: 

11 Both the one who makes men holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So 

Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. 14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too 

shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of 

death—that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of 

death. . . . he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might make 

atonement for the sins of the people. 



Jesus knew that there would be hell to pay under the wrath of God by taking on flesh.  He knew he’d have to 

face demons and the rejection of His own people.  Yet fearlessly He called the teachers of the Law to 

repentance, knowing that they’d want His blood shed.  The wrath of God made Him sweat drops of blood.  Yet 

fearlessly He rose from the garden and said, “Rise, let us go.  Here comes my betrayer.”  So when we look at 

Jesus we have great admiration for what He did to rescue us.  As our blood Brother We owe him our very lives. 

 Were it not for His fearless death we’d be burning for an eternity in hell with Satan and his demons. 

 

They say that blood is thicker than water, but we could also say through faith that water is thicker than blood, 

for in our baptisms we were bathed in the holy blood of Christ.  It bound us to Christ and made us a part of HIS 

brotherhood – a living brotherhood.  John writes that we “have passed from death to life.”   Jesus didn’t just 

enhance our lives; He gave us life from death and He showed us what it means to truly live in this world. 

 

What is the definition of this life within?  We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love 

our brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death.   As you should well know by now this isn’t a 

feely kind of love or a mushy kind of love.  You don’t have to be attracted to anyone in here nor do you even 

have to enjoy their personalities.  You can love someone without liking them one bit.  John writes, This is how 

we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our 

brothers.  Think about it.  We weren’t attractive to Christ.  God’s Word says that we were by nature objects of 

God’s wrath.  But that didn’t stop Him from sacrificing Himself for us; from loving us and doing what was for 

our good.  Jesus did what needed to be done in order to save us; even sacrificing Himself even though it didn’t 

feel good and even though He knew many would reject His sacrifice and never thank Him for it.  So He expects 

that same type of love from you – especially for your brothers in the faith; at the expense of your relationship 

with the world.   

 

Your love is to be especially focused.  You look at those who confess Christ and you say to yourself, “There’s 

someone who understand the battle; there’s someone who’s fighting against hell with me.  This is my brother 

and sister in the faith.  We’re all weak.  We need to have each other’s backs and fight together, because the 

battle is still raging.” 

How do we do this?  John literally says that if anyone has “the life of the world and sees (examines) his 

brother in need – and closes his inner parts to him – how can the love of God be in him?  The NIV 

translates “life of the world” as material possessions.  They get the “material” idea from the fact that the things 

we are to give to others are from this world; pertain to this world; which would incur a physical thing.  It’s 

specifically stuff that imparts life to someone; keeps them alive.   

 

Think of how hurting the Christians were in John’s time.  They had been hunted by the authorities and 

ostracized by the community.  Paul went on a special trip to try and collect money from other Christians to try 

and support those in Jerusalem who were especially suffering.  It was almost impossible to survive.  They 

needed each other desperately.  The same rings true for Christians in Iran and Iraq and Syria and Saudi Arabia 

yet today.  It’s even getting worse.   One of our own was injured in the civil war in Ukraine.  We need to 

support one another.    

 

Such kind of love happens locally.  I could take examples from this very congregation.   Even before we moved 

in a member opened up their house for us to stay in for a few days.  Now that I own my house I’ve needed help 

with different things; and generous members have been very helpful when it comes to electrical help, car help, 

building help, and furnace help.  They have shown love to me by helping my family to survive in a home; doing 

things that I can’t.  That’s love.  I’ve seen it in action with other members as well who have needed help to live. 

 I’ve seen it in fellow members who support one another in a struggle against alcohol; who give each other 

advice in how to spend money; in whatever way is needed.  This is according to God’s design; that we love 

each other in actions and truth.  When we see a need, our hearts especially open up to our brothers and sisters in 

the faith and we want to do something loving for them that will help them live.   

 



This is how we reflect a heavenly love within.  First of all, John says you have to see the brother in need.  This 

means that you need to open your eyes and look.  Maybe you’ve got enough problems of your own.  If you are 

really into the social scene, it could be too that you would rather hang out with your friends at school or work 

than with any of us; you just don’t have time for us and maybe you don’t like us too much.  Maybe you’ve 

gotten by on your own all these years; and people should be more self sufficient.  Yet in spite of all of your 

excuses, God expects you to especially look and examine how your fellow Christians are doing.  He wants you 

to look for the needs and to love them in their needs. 

 

This is one of the greatest problems we are seeming to have within our Christian community.  While everyone 

is connected with everyone via Twitter and Facebook; it is a watered down community; and it is not as tightly 

knit of a Christian community as it could be.  We’re so connected with the people of our past and many 

superficial relationships with a computer screen that we don’t have the time to get our hands dirty for each 

other.  And quite frankly it’s much easier that way.  You don’t have to actually do anything for anyone.  You 

can ignore their status.  You can write a two second message and be done with it.  But God expects more from 

you here.  He expects a hands on type of love.  That’s not possible if you don’t come.   

Isn’t this what we love about our God; how hands on He is?  The wonderful thing about our God is that He 

wanted to come to our filthy world and get His hands dirty; He wanted to be involved in our troubles; He wants 

to love us in the most difficult of ways.  Think of how when Jesus went into Jerusalem and stopped outside of it. 

 He started weeping over it.  He wept because time and time again He tried to gather her to Himself like a hen 

gathers her chicks under her wings.  He went inside the city and called her to repent; but she still was unwilling. 

 This saddened Him deeply.  Even as He died for them He was made fun of and mocked for what He was doing. 

  

 

Jesus hasn’t changed.  He still says “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened.”  He doesn’t look at 

us as a nuisance.  He doesn’t regard us as a waste of His time.  He wants us to confess our sins to Him; be 

honest with Him; so He can be the loving hands on God that He is; so that He can put His baptism to work and 

pour His body and blood into us.  He wants to love us in all our ugliness and change us from the inside out.   He 

wants to feed and care for us not just with words or thoughts; not only with His body and blood even; but also 

through His body of Christ here at this place; as we pray for each other and forgive each other; just as Christ 

forgave us.  He wants to provide us with what we need; He promises to do so and He does so on a regular basis.  

 

It starts with your own Christian siblings and children and spouses; those closest to you.  Paul said to Timothy, 

“If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the 

faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”  (1 Ti 5:8)  Your children get an impression of your God from you. 

 They are stubbornly insistent on your love; and they aren’t shy to call you to account when you’re stingy with 

your love.  They’ll jump in your lap; grab you by the face; and aim your glare away from the TV or computer. 

 They want you to spend time on them; to ask about them; to interact with them; to care for them.  If you’re so 

wrapped up in your work and your other friends that you don’t take the time to love your immediate family and 

provide for them; if you can’t even take time to love them; then John confronts you and says, “How can the 

love of God be in him?” 

 

Years ago my wife’s friend watched children in a preschool room.  There was a young girl who had spent over 

an hour at drawing a picture for mother, trying to make it just right for her.  When her mother came to pick her 

up she was in a hurry.  Her daughter handed her the drawing to have her look at it.  The mother stuffed it in her 

backpack and said, “Come on, let’s go.”   Maybe she had someplace to go.  Maybe she was having a bad day. 

 But on that day; she sinned terribly against her daughter.  She stuffed her daughters love in the backpack and 

basically said, “I don’t care.”  Whatever her excuse was, it was wrong.  How often do we do that with each 

other by being too busy for them; too self consumed for them? 

 

John says, “We ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.”   This is an all in deal.  It’s more than praying 

for someone.  It’s giving your all; even your own life; for theirs.  It should make you willing to die so that your 

fellow Christian can live.  He says we “ought” to do this.  You might not like that term.  “I ought to.  You ought 



to.”  Who are you to tell me what I “ought to do”?  Most Christians here probably haven’t done anything for 

you.  So why do you owe them anything?   We owe Christ our eternal life; and we don’t have to pay Him a 

dime for that.  Yet He has other children here that are hurting.  He wants them taken care of.  He wants them 

loved; THROUGH YOU.  Is it too much to ask to use the life that you still have on this earth to get your hands 

dirty and love them with what you do have; with all you have?  How much can it be in comparison with 

eternity? 

 

When Cain murdered Abel, God somehow marked Cain so that he wouldn’t be murdered in vengeance by 

someone else.  We don’t know what that sign was, but nonetheless God was gracious by marking Cain; giving 

him time to repent.   

 

God calls on us to have a different sign and mark as Christians.  Love for your brothers and sisters in Christ is to 

be a defining characteristic of the Christian.  It is to flow from the heart to the hands and the mouth through 

faith in Christ.  How would your family and friends and your church define you?    

 

Today’s text should convict us all as guilty.  My kids don’t get my all.  My wife doesn’t.  My congregation 

doesn’t.  He doesn’t ask for just a few moments of your time.  He doesn’t just call for your firstfruits or ten 

percent.  An hour a week isn’t enough.  He wants more from you; much more. He wants your life; every last bit 

of it given out of love for your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.  So examine what you’re giving to the 

brothers and sisters in Christ; how you’re giving.  Where is your attention?  Who are you living for?  Who is 

getting the best of your time and your talents and your treasures?  Are you being selfish with you?  Who of us 

can say we’ve given so much?   

 

When Cain was confronted over his hatred he only became more angry and decided to murder Abel.  Instead of 

repenting he became even more angry and defensive.  Even when God confronted him he didn’t want to listen. 

 He had to live the rest of his life on the run because of his own stubborn refusal to repent.  People still do that 

today; when confronted with sin; they get angry and run. 

 

Today’s text confronts all of us with a love that we’ve failed in; not so that we run from him or get angry and 

shake our fist at him; but so that we repent and run to Him and cling to Christ’s love all the more.  The beauty 

of His love is that He never holds anything back from you; His baptized children.  He is never selfish with His 

forgiveness.  He gave His all and He still does.  He has given you every bit of His life and His righteousness; so 

that you could keep on living without giving up; clinging to His righteousness because of your sins; in living 

sacrifice for your neighbor; showing yourself to be full of the living Christ.  Lord, help this living and dying 

love to be a defining characteristic of our lives.  Amen.  

 


